
NEWS AND NOTES
 
from 

The Fauquier His torical Socie ty 

A Beginning . . . 
This month marks the beginning 

of a new publication offering "News 
and Notes" from The Fauquier 
Histor ical Society . This bi-monthly 
newsletter is one of the first of 
many chan ges and activities being 
initiated by t he Society this year, 

In it you will find features on 
peopl , nd places in Fauquier 
County- both stories relating to the 
p as t and those providing 
information on things being done in 
the re en t . The newsletter will try 
to keep the Society membership 
infor med on activities of the Old 
Gaol museum, new donations or 
sp ecia l exhi bit s , persons doing 
research in Fauquier history or 
gen alogy , new books of local 
i ter est , pecial northern Virginia 
act iv it ie s of in t e r es t to local 
res idents , and any other activities of 
th e Fa uquier Historical Society. A 
calendar of events will be a regular 
part of each issue . 

Whi le the newsletter will help 
ke p Fa uquier residents advised of 
what' s g-oing on in their own county, 
it will also serve as a source of 
informa tion to those Society 
members who no longer live in this 
g ographical area, but who wish to 
re tain their ties with Fauquier. 
Although this first issue is being 
mailed to ev eryone on the Society's 
mailing list , only members will 
receiv the next issues . 

While he newsletter committee 
already has rna y suggestions for 
possi Ie feat ure stories for future 
issu es. contributions from other 
writers are also welcomed and 
encouraged. Anyone with news 
ite ms or feat ur es to be included in 
the new sle tter should contact the 
edi tor or mail their articles or 
information to The Fauquier 
Historical Society , P . O. Box 675, 
Warrenton, Virg- inia 22186. 

August, 1979 

Ph oto By Rosannc~ Berken stcck 

County historian Bob Barron and architectural sur vey or Cynt hia MacLeod on Culpeper 
Street. 

Survey Provides Clues To Fauquier's Past 
By R osanne Berkenst ock 

How many times have you driven 
over Fauquier County's roads and 
found yourself asking , "I wonder 
what that old building over there 
used to be?" Or driven by a well­
kept but obviously old house and 
wondered who built it and when? 

After the research currently 
being conducted by Cynthia 
MacLeod and Bob Barron is 
completed, the answers to many of 
these vague questions may well be 
readily available. They are 
conducting an architectural survey 
of the old and unique buildings of 
Fauquier County. 

MacLeod, a graduate of Duke 
University, says she has always 
been interested in architectural 
history. After a year away from 
school, which included time spent 
working as a carpenter to discover 
how buildings were put together, 
she entered graduate school at the 
University of Virginia to pursue a 
master's degree in architect ural 
history . She completed her course 
work last year, and in September 
began working in Fauquier County. 

Although she was hired by the 
Virginia Historic Landmarks 
Commission in Richmond, MacLeod 

(Continued on Page -2) 
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Annual Meeting
 
Members of the Fauquier sound nar r ative which has been 

Historical Society met June 20 at St. installed upstairs in the Old Gaol 
James Parish Hall, Warrenton, for Museum. 
the society's annual membership Parkinson told the group of a 
meeting . recent meeting he had attended at 

Committee reports and the which officers at Vint Hill Farms 
election of a new treasurer and eight had expressed an interest in the 
members of the board of directors history of the ir Ar my post. Vint Hill 
provided the bulk of the business at has ' already prepar ed a histo r ic 
the meeting . New or reelected s tudy of the po t , and the Socie ty 
directors ar e: Mrs. Robert K. decided to offer its assist ance in 
Neilson, Col. David Rumbaugh, their wor k. 
Douglas Smith, Mrs. Wade Stinson, Architectural historian Cynthia 
Mrs. Charles Turner, Dr . Robert MacLeod and county histori an Bob 
Anderson, Mrs. Ronal d Barron told the society a Ii ttle ab out 
Berkenstock, and H. P. Monroe. the work they are doing sur veying 

John Adams will cont inue as the buildings of Fauquier County. 
presiden t f th e society . with After their resear ch is finished , they 
Marshall Wallach as vice president. hope to pub lish a book which will 
and Mrs. John La in har t as pr ovide inform at ion on many of the 
secretary. Mrs. Mea de Palmer was buildings they have visit ed. 
elected treasurer. 

Survey P rovides Clues Will iam Parkinson, who guid ed 
the restoration of the Old Gaol into T o Fauq uier 's Past 
the pres e nt m use um , ga ve (Con ti nued fr om Pagc - Ll 
backgr oun d in for ma t io n on t he is actuall y paid by a grant 
restorat ion. He exp la ine d t he administered by th e Rappahannock­
changes mad and restor t ions Ra p id an P lan ning Dis t r i t 
done, a nd mentioned some of the Commission. While most of her t ime 
fine articles that are on exhibit ion is spent in Fauquier County . she also 
there . occasionally re sea rches and surveys 

Members learned of plans for a uildings in other areas of the 
bi-monthly new slet ter from Rosanne planning district. 
Berkens tock. She briefly explained Bar ron, on the other hand, is a 
some of t he types of mat er ial the native of Fauquier County. He 
newsletter would contain, a nd its deli ghts in pointing out th at he was 
expected format. "bor n r ight on th e main str eet" of 

Alex Beverl ey told th e society War renton at t he old Physician's 
that he and his son-in-law have Hospital, now the District ursing 
recently prepared a slide sh ow with Home . He grew up with a love of 

local histor y. and eventually earned 
a degree in history fro m Mary 
Washington College . Research on 
the old gold mine s 0 Fauquier led to 
his publication of a booklet on gold 
mining. 

Funds for Barron's curren t 
position were obtained from a 
special donor in Fauquier County. 
He is employed by the county as 
part of the Parks and Recreation 
Departmen t, and began his work in 
J anuary . In his job as county 
historian, Barron assists MacLeod 
with her surveys and re searches 
many of the old buildings using tax 
records, deeds . wills , and any other 
factual infor mation he can find. 

Cindy and Bob keep track of all 
the houses surveyed so far by 
mar king them on topographical 
map . Sometimes they su rvey a 
house together, or more frequently 
she does the actual on-site work 
while he spends his ti me researchi ng 
at the record room or library. 

MacLeod will first ask the owner 
or r esidents of each house wha t they 
know of its his tory . She photographs 
th e outside from sever al vantage 
points, and also takes pictures of 
any dis t incti ve features on the 
inside . She measures its dimensions 
an d sketches a floor plan, as well as 
examining the construction . The 
ty pe an d make of nails. saw marks, 
construction of rafters . framing 
met hods , style and constructi on of 
doors and pa neling all provide clues 
to the age of a particular building . 
She also looks for evidence of fine 
cr aftsm anship such as beading on 
paneling or carved mantels. but also 
does not overlook houses of more 
simple construction that are equally 
as old. 

Cind y will note th e additions an 
changes made in eac h house . and 
any outbuildings or cemeteries on 
the proper ty . Whe n her survey is 
fin ished, she will complete an 
inventory for m, identify the photos, 
and mark the negatives which will 
be filed at th Virginia State 
Library in Richmond. 

ot all of the buildings she visits 
will be researched by Barron. Only 
those they consider especially 
important or those ha t they have 
questions on will warrant having 
ex tra tim e spent on mor e extensiv e 
research. 

MacLeod estimates that she has 
sur veyed 450 buildings sin e she 
began her job . Ot her buildings. such 
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as those in the Tow n of Warr enton , 
in Upperville . a nd ma ny near 
Markh m have al ready been brie fly 
s urveyed in past yea r s . 

At the end of t he pr ject, 
MacLeod estimates t hat about 1000 
building w ill ha v been 
inventoried . They include all pre­
Civil War str uctures and any of 
not ew or t hiness built since that 
t ime. As many as pos ible will be 
included in book they hope to 
comp ile . 

Can You Help? 
News and No tes will contain a 

list each month of as many persons 
as poss ible who are conduc ting 
his torical or genealogical research 
on persons or places related to 
Fauquier County. To be included in 
this column contact A va Lee at the 
Fauquier County Libraru, Court­
house Sq uare, Warren ton, Virginia 
22186, 347·9401. 

FLET CH ER FAMILY. Gary 
Fl et cher , 1602 E. Th ir d St., W ichita. 
Ka nsas 6721 4 is s eeking- infor ma ti on 
on Gibson F le t cher wh o was born in 
Virg-inia in 1775. He married Rhoda 
He flin on May 11, 1799 in Fleming-
Cou n ty. Kentucky. . 

PRO UDFO O T FAMILY. 
Dorsey A. Proud foot , 28 12 Jackson 
Aven ue , El Paso, Texas 79930 needs 
infor ma ti on on t he ear ly life of John 
P r oud foot. He married Leanor Hilt, 
of Ge rma n descen t . and they lived in 
Fauqu ier Co un ty prior to 1803 . 
Seven ch ildre n wer e born to them 
h .re . T he y moved in 1803 to 
Harrison C'ounty, irg inia which is 
now part of West Vir g inia . 

LAD S T R E E T . D-a v i d 
McCa ndl ish . 18 1 Bu r l in g- t o n 
Av e n ue , Ro c hcs tcr , N e w York 
14619 wo uld li ke an v information on 
t he R v , J ohn I:andstreet w ho 
resided in War r en ton around 1855. 
In form a ti on on his birth, death, 
mar r ing e ts ) or wher e he was a 
m inis l I' wou ld be apprecia ted . 

WALLER F AMILY . T he lma R. 
Walle r, c/o Ree:! Bird Hospital. 

Beverly , Ke nt ucky 4091 3 is tracing­
the gene a logy of t he Waller fa mily . 
Her gr ea t gra nd fa t her A ldr id g-e 
Waller was bo r n in Virg in ia on 
Octobe r 10, 1822. He moved to 
Kent ucky fr om near War r enton . His 
pa r e nt s may ha ve been Cha r les and 
E liza be t h Waller . 

S KINKER FAM IL Y. Rosanne 
Re r ke n s t o ck , P .O. Bo x 117, 
Ha ymarket, V ir g in ia 22 069 is 
resear ching th e S kinker family of 
F a uq u ie r ·County wi t h specific 
in te r es t in the Spring Fa r m branch 
a nd those wh o ow ned land at 
Haym ar ke t in t he 18th and 19th 
centuries. Would like to review old 
letters. di aries, farm account books. 
etc. 

Museum Now Open 
The Old Gaol Museum opened 

for the 1979 season in Ap ril, and will 
continue to be open two days a we ek 
through October. Mrs. Frances 
Ritter will be overseeing the 
museum. and she will open it for 
visitors each Wednesday and 
Saturday from 1 to 5 p.m. 

The museum opened in i976 
through the dedica ted efforts of 
William Parkinson and a host of 
other volunteers. It house s many 
items of interest that have been 
donated, and special exhibit s are on 
display several times a year. If you 
have any items that you would like 
to donate to the museum, call one of 
the following: William Parkinson, 
347-7650; Alex Beverley, 364-2072; 
or John Adams, 253-5273. 

Committees Forming 
The Board of Di rector s of the 

Fauquier Histor i al Society decided 
at a special meeting July 18 to hold 
directors' mee t ings-reg ularly on th e 
second Wed nesday of each month at 
4:30 p.m. at the Old Gaol or other 
de signa ted location. 

Volunteers are still needed for 
some of the committees t hat were 
appoint d at the meeting. If you are 

inter ested in helping, or have 
s uggestions to make, co ntact the 
chairman of the committee you 
pr efer . 

P rogr a m: E d wa r d Cooper , 347­
2511. or 347-2620. 

Publica ti o ns (such a s annual 
bu lle t in ): W illiam Parkinson. 347 ­
7650. 

You t h a nd Schools : Ava Lee. 347 ­
7805 or 347-3401. 

Newslett e r : Rosanne 
Berkenstock , 347-4222 or 754-7385. 

Museum: William Parkinson, 
347 -7650. 

M useum D oce nt s : Frances 
Ritter, 347-3699. 

Publicity: Rosanne 
Ber kenst.ock , 347-4222 or 754-7385. 

Membership: Leah Cooper. 347­
2511 or 347-2620. 

Sp c ia l Exhibits: Barbara 
Stinson, 347-2476. 

County Historic Landmarks: 
Meade Palmer, 347 -1685 or 347­
1273. 

Encampment, 
Open House 

Members of the Fredericksburg 
Artillery held a reenactment of a 
Confederate e ncampme nt June 23 at 
Auburn (Neav ils ) Mill near 
Casanova as part of an op e n house 
celebration hosted by Earth Design 
Associates. 

The mill, renovated during the 
past few years by Earth De sign, was 
open to visitors throughout the day. 
Barry W. Starke hosted the event. 

J oin Us 
Membership categories in the 

Fauquier Historical Society are 
listed on the form below. Present 
members are encouraged to renew 
their financial pa r t icipation if they 
haven't already do ne so, while new 
friends arc invited to join the 
So ciet y. Membership d ues are tax 
deductibl e. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . ..... .. ..... . . . . . . . ... ........ .... ..... . .. .. . .... .. . . . .... . . . . . ...... ..... .
 
Please Return To: 

The F auquier Hist or ical Society 
P. O. Box 675
 
Warrenton, Virg in ia 22186
 

Name: 

Addr e ss : 

Ch ck appropr ia t e mem ber s hip cat egor y : 
( )-Individual or family - $7.50 
( l- Cont r ibuting - $15 

_ _ _ _ ___ ___ __Telephone: 

. ._- --. _- - _._ - - - - - - - - ­

l - S ust a ining - $25 an d over 
l-Student.-$3 
l-Business-$25 



READER'S CORN R pecial Pr gra 
ike To Read? 

St art Wit hLocal History 
By A va Lee 

Do you have some youn gsters in 
the house who are get t ing bored 
with sum mer activit ies? Perhaps 
your gr ndchildren are visiti ng for a 
few week . For a ch nge of pace, 
now might be a good time to 
introduce them to a litt le local 
history. 

An excelle nt way to start off is a 
trip to the Old Gaol Museum. After 
pen ding some tim e browsing t here, 

walk across the st reet to t he 
Fauquier County P ublic Libra ry. 
The library has in its Virg iniana 
Room a ver y good collection of 
Fauquier County histories, maps, 
pict ures and other it ems to tempt a 
youngster 's interest in history. 

Downstai rs , in th e children's 
section, are several good 
biogr aph ies on some famous 
Fauquier Countians . J ohn Marshall 
by Teri Martini and John Marshall: 
Boy of Young America by Helen 
Albee Monsell are just two about 
our famous Chief Justi ce of the 
United tates, John Marshall. 

The Violent Years by Patricia 
Ka hn is th e story of Simon Kenton, a 
lit tle kno wn hero of fronti er 
se t tlem nt , who was b r n near The 
Plains. He left Fauquier County at 
the age of 15. It was not long before 
he became a scout and aide to a very 
fa mous Ame r ica n fron ti ersm an , 
Daniel Boone . 

A well known person from the 
Civil War era was Colonel John S. 
Mosby. Alt hough he was not bor n in 
F uquier C unty , many of his 
escapades dur ing the War were on 
Fauquier soil. Aft er the end of the 
War he settled in War renton and 
ope ned a la w pr actice. One 
particularly good juvenile biography 
of his life is by Anne Welsh Guy 
entitled John Mosby. 

Hist ory J our nal 
Makes Debut 

Through the efforts of Dr . 
Pe ter Henr iq ues, a ssi s ta n t 
professor of stat e and local history 
at George Mason University, a new 
journal focusing on the historical 
richness of the Nor ther n Virginia 
. rea has recen tly made its debut. 

Northern Virginia Heritage will Gold Mining in Fauq uier. un., 
appear three t imes a Sept. 23. 2:30 p.m. Rain d te: Sep t. 
year-February , June and October. 30. We will meet at Monroe' store at 

Goldvein and late r vi it the Fra nklin 
Among the articles in t he June Min e near Morrisvi lie . We nr old 

issue is one on Edward Car ter clothes, bring a pan, ma ll pick or 
Tur ner of Kinloch at The Pla ins. The sho v 1 to earch for gold. Bring the 

famil y! Info : Ed Cooper, 347·25 11 or ar ticle contains many excerpts from 
347-2620. Tur ner ' Civil War diary , as well as 

an over view by Henriques which Donation 
ti e T ur ner 's passages togeth r . 

Early this year , H. M. Pearson,
Subscriptions are $5 for one r tired educator from Remington, 

ye ar. For information, or the donated a canal boat anchor to the 
journal's guidelines for pot nti al Fauquier Hi tor ical Soci ty. The 
authors. contact Peter Henriques in anchor , which Mr . Pearson believes 
the history department at George to be at least 130 years old, was 
Mason University , 4400 Univer ity give n to t he Society to be displayed 
Drive , Fairfax. Virgi nia 22030. t the Old Gaol Museum. 

Calen ar of Eve t 
Now to August 19 - Ren wick Gal ler y . Was hington. D.C. Exhibit of phot os and text 

showing recycl ing of old buildings an d histor ic places . 
August 11 -19th Ann ual J ous t ing To urn ament. Lee ds Ruri tan Club grounds , Hume, 3 p.m. 

Infor mation: 364-1347. 
August 11·12 - F t. War d P ar k, Alexandria. Civil War Living Hist ory Day . Civi l 

War re-enactment. Infor mat ion : 703-750-6425. 
August 12 - Nat ive Basketry and Str aw Dolly Wor ksh op. Belle Grove , Middlet ow n, 

Virgin ia. In format ion: 703-869-2028. 
August 18-19 - Aug ust Cour t Days . Crafts exh ibitions . entertainme nt. old fas hioned
 

fun and eve nts . Leesburg. Infor mat ion: enter tainment committee -777 -4428.
 
cr afts commit tee - 777· 47.
 

August 25 - Wi ne Festi va l and Vineyard Tour . Gra pe stomping . wine films. crafts
 
bazaar , wine growing seminar . Middleburg area. Inf or mati on: Vinifera Wine
 
Grower s Assoc.•T he Plains . Virginia 22171. 703-754-8564 or 703-687-5327.
 

August 25-26 - Lucke tts Fa ir . Crafts exhibits . t our of loca l churc hes. country music. 
At old Lucket ts School. Information: 777-3533. 

August 27-Septembe r 1 - Freder icksburg Agr icult ur al F air . Fre de r icksburg Fai rgrounds. 
Infor mat ion: 703-373-1776. 

Septem ber 8 - Ups tairs & Downst air s In The Victor ian House . An int rod uctor y 
wor kshop for t he homeowner and res tor er . Phi lad elphia. Pa . Experts will di scuss t he 
practi ca l aspect s of revi ving Victo rian bu ildin gs . Informati on: Th e Victor-ian Society . 
Eas t Was hington Sq uare. Ph ilade lph ia . Pa. 19106. 

Sep tem ber 8 - Militi a Mus ter Day. Marching and firi ng demonst ration s . Carlyle House,
 
Alexandria. Infor mat ion : 5'19-2997.
 

Septem ber 8-9 - 18th Ce nt ury E ncampment of the Firs t Virg inia Regiment of th e
 
Conti nent al L ine . ully Plantat ion nea r Cent revill e , Va, Informat ion:
 
703-437-1794 or 703·471-7382.
 

Octo be r 3-7 - 33rd Annual Mee ting of the Nati onal T r us t for Histor ic Preser vation.
 
San Fra ncisco. Calif. Inform ation: Nat ional T r us t . 748 J ack son Pla ce . .W ..
 
Washin gt on , D.C. 20006.
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